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"It is impossible", a friend has remarked, "to explain to
those who never knew him what Don Francisco was like in the
country. He seemed to draw out of natural objects all the
divinity that was in them." When he was in the country he
preferred not to talk. He did not usually work there, or even
read. Nature absorbed him completely. "Sometimes he ran
about like a child, or lay down in the sun, or walked 20 to 25
miles a day, even when he was over seventy; in winter he
would bathe in the icy water of the mountain streams." In the
country Don Francisco felt himself to be in the presence of God.
" How he must have suffered ", Sr de Zulueta wrote, at the rime
of his death, "at having to leave the Church, tearing himself
away from the community of his people and their tradition!
He did all he could to avoid it. As a young Krausist thinker, he
heard mass on Sundays; and preserved, like his friend Fernando
de Castro,1 the hope of a reform of the church of Spain." That
hope, like so many others in the world of religion, vanished
after the decision of the Vatican council and Pio Nono's
" Syllabus" of 1864. Catholicism, as practised in Spain, was too
dishonest for Don Francisco. He considered that it was not
right, that it would be sheer hypocrisy, for him to go on calling
himself a Catholic. A Christian, yes, but not a member of the
Church of Rome. It seemed to him cowardice to deliver
himself up, without a struggle, to a ready-made doctrinal
solution.* Once outside the established Church, his religious
feelings became purer and more intense. He always spoke of
the Catholic Church with respect, even though it was a Church
which would prevent him from being buried next to his own
mother. Wherever he was, he was in the presence of God, " But
sometimes he would go into a lonely church, a forgotten way-
side chapel, perhaps seeking an emotion that was purely aes-
thetic, perhaps led by the idea that it might, after all, some day
be possible to pour new wine into the old bottles,"^ What
would he have said to the neo-Catholic arguments of to-day?
The argument of an English convert: "That's mere emotion!
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